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CONSULTATION ON THE HERITAGE OF 
THE FIRST AND RADICAL REFORMATIONS 
A consultation deal ing w i th the heritage of the First and Radica l 
Reformations took place at the Comenius Facu l ty of Protestant Theology 
in Prague , January 24-2 7 ,  1986 . Twenty- two people came together from 
the fol lowing groups :  Church o f  the B r e t h ren , C z echos l ovak Hus s i t e 
Chu r c h ,  Evange l i c a l  Chu rch o f  C z ech B r e t hren , Hu t t e r i an B r e thren , 
Mennonite,  Moravian, the Soc iety of Friends (Quakers),  and Waldensian. 
After hearing introductory papers read by Prof. Amedeo Molnar (Prague) 
and Prof. Dona ld F. Durnbaugh (Oak Brook, USA) , participants d iscussed 
the legacy of their ancestors and the way this tradi t ion plays a role 
in their churches and communities.  Those in attendance were aware o f  
the his toric s ignifi cance of the meet ing: it  was probab ly the first 
t i m e  that memb e r s  o f  a l l  t h e s e  grou p s  m e t  in order to ask wha t they 
had in common, in what ways they can deepen thei r  cooperation ,  and how 
they together can enrich the ongoing ecumenical discus s ion. 
The First Reformat ion 
--- ----- ---------
What is meant by the First Reformat ion,  the first of the radical 
reformations ?  According t o  Prof. Molnar, who both defined the First 
Reformat ion and described tendencies which appear in subsequent radi ­
cal reformat ion movement s ,  i t  i s  a complex phenomenon expressed pri� 
marily in the Waldens ian ( twel fth- thirteenth centuries) and the Hus ­
s i te (fifteenth century) movements.  Not only did the phenomenon give 
b i r t h  t o  the Un i ty of the Bre t h r en (Un i t a s  F r a t rum) in Bohem i a  and 
Moravia ; i t  inspired other groups as wel l ,  such as Anabapt i st s. The 
F i r s t  Re form a t i on was not j u s t  a f o r e runner of the Ge rman or S w i s s  
Reformat ions in the s ixteenth century, but was hi s torical ly indepen­
dent and unique. It emphas ized the message of the Gospe ls  ( inc luding 
the S e rmon on the Moun t )  and t h e  p e rva s ive e s ch a t o l o g i c a l  a s pe c t  o f  
the b ibl ical mes sage. I t  was carried by the faith that Jesus Chris t  
i s  the Lord of the world and that the social order should b e  shaped by 
h i s  Lord s h i p .  The b e a r e r s  o f  the F i r s t  Reformat i on und e r s t ood t h e  
Gospe l as the guiding principle for l ife- - w i th consequences both for 
the individual and for social and pol i t ical s t ructures.  They wanted 
to renew the eschatological dynam i sm and a w a rene s s  in Chr i s t iani ty.  
The First Reformation had inc l inat ions towards prophet i c  vis ions and 
r e f e r r e d  t o  the Ho ly S p i r i t ,  s om e t i m e s  w i thout the s a f e guard and 
correc t ion of Holy Scripture. 
The S e c ond Re form a t i on - - s om e t i m e s  c a l l e d  the ma g i s te r i a l  o r  
class ical Reformat ion- -part ially j o ined and continued the s t ruggles o f  
t h e  F i r s t Re form a t i on.  Howeve r ,  i t  c on c en t ra t ed o n  t h e  P au l i n e  
epi s t les and spoke more about grace and freedom than about the law o f  
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t he Gospe l. The Second Re formation often reduced the e s chatological 
component of Chri s t ian fa ith to  the individual hope for e ternal l i fe. 
Whi l e  the Firs t Reforma t i on was closely related to  the mul t i tude of 
poor and s imple peopl e ,  the Second Reformat ion was connec ted w i th the 
midd le s t ratum and there fore more conservat ive. 
In d i s cu s s ion of Prof. Molnar's  presentation ,  consu l t a t ion parti­
c ipan t s  agreed that the First  Reformat ion deserves add i t iona l at ten­
t i on and s e r i ou s  s t udy.  A l s o ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  for more d i a l ogue on t h e  
relat ion between the perspec t ives of  t h e  Firs t and Second Reformat ions 
in order to see to wha t extent the two movement s '  emphases  are comple­
me n t a ry and to wh a t  ex t en t  a b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  e m ph a s e s  c an b e  
e s tab l i shed . 
The Rad ical Reforma t ion 
W h a t  i s  m e an t  by "rad i c a l  r e f o rm a t i on"?  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Prof.  
Durnbaugh , rad ical reformation group s such as  the  s ix t e e n t h - c e n tury 
Ana b a p t i s t s  ( M ennon i t e s / Hu t t e r i an B r e t h ren ) ,  s even t ee n th - cen tury 
F r i end s ,  and e i gh t e e n t h - c e n t u ry Church of the B r e t h r en m an i f e s t e d  
e m ph a s e s  p a ra l l e l  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  F i r s t Re form a t i on group s .  They 
sough t to  reform Chr i s t ian l i fe and the church in a way which consti­
tuted an a l t ernat ive t o  cons tan t inian Chri s tendom. They linked fai th­
fu lne s s  to the Lordship of Chri s t  w i th d i s c ipleship,  accepted Scrip­
t u r e  a s  t h e  b a s i s  for l i fe a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  d o c t r i n e ,  and a d o p t e d  a 
re s t i tut ion i s t  view of church renewal. The radical reformat ion move­
men t s  em ph a s i z e d  b o t h  n on - c on form i t y and d e d i c a t ed s e rv i c e  t o  the 
world. They unders t ood the church as  a covenant communi ty of  bel iev­
ers , deve l oped non- c l erical pat terns of minis try, and reached out to 
o ther churches in "sectarian" or "a l ternat ive ecumeni sm." 
D iscuss ions at the Prague Consultat ion 
A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  p r e s en t a t i on s  by P rofes sors Molnar and Durn­
b augh , m o s t o f  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  d i s cu s s i on on i s s u e s  
rela ted to the various movement s  i n  the ir h i s torical and contemporary 
expre s s i ons. Par t ic ipan t s  explored s elec ted charact e r i s t i c s  of their 
group s ,  no t ed s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f ferenc e s ,  acknow ledged needed re­
form s ,  and a d d re s s e d c o n t e m p o r a ry c h a l l en g e s  in church or s o c i e ty. 
Most conversat ion focused on the s i gni ficance and authori ty of  Scrip­
t u r e , t h e  S e rmon on t h e  Moun t ,  e s c h a t o l og y ,  and m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to  
weal th and economics.  
The d i s c u s s i on l i nked the a u t h o r i t y  of Ho ly S c r i p t u r e  w i t h  i t s  
int erpre t a t ion i n  the gathered congrega t i on and w i t h  t h e  l e a d i ng of 
the Holy Spirit.  Through the Spiri t ,  the congrega t ion, and Scripture, 
God ' s  wi l l  and d i rect ion for Chris tian l i fe can be d i scerned. In the 
c on t e x t  o f  t h e  congrega t i o n ,  God ' s  W o r d  p r ov i d e s  g u i d a n c e  for and 
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addre s ses a l l  of l i fe - - social and pol i t ical rea l i t ie s  as we l l  as  the 
atti tud inal and relat ional d imensions of Chr i s t ian faith. The d i s cu s ­
s i on h i gh l i gh � e d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e nc e s  o f  empha s i s  on t h e  
que s t i on o f  the r e l a t i on b e t w e e n  S cr i p t ur e ,  · the S p i r i t ,  a n d  t h e  
gathered congregat ion i n  giving shape to  Chris tian discip leship, par­
t icularly in i t s  present expressions. 
M o s t groups r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  the P rague m e e t ing empha s i z e  t h e  
s igni ficance of the Sermon on the Mount for social �raxis as  we l l  a s  
for personal a t t i tude s and relationships.  They may understand it as a 
practical point of reference for daily l iving and as  the truth which 
J e s u s  emb od i e d  and t augh t .  Howeve r ,  they b e l i eve t h a t  t h e  S e rm o n  
should not be understood a s  a mes s age inherent ly d ifferent from o r  a t  
va r i ance w i th t h e  e p i s t l e s  or w i t h j u s t i f i c a t i on by f a i th. In t h i s  
spir i t ,  partic ipants d i s cus sed the importance of  the Sermon' s cal l for 
inner trans formation as well  as for the exterior expres s ions or fruits 
of fai th. They acknow ledged the dangers of individualism and lega l i sm 
in s ome of the groups and under l ined the cont inuing need for repent­
ance and renewal. 
The t op i c of e s cha t o l o gy,  b o t h  in t e r m s  of i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g ­
nificance for thes e  movement s  and i n  relat ion t o  current understand­
ings , s parked cons i d e rab l e  d i s c u s s i on , part icular ly as a mot ivating 
f a c t o r  in the re forma t i on o f  the church and for change in s o c i a l  
s truc tures.  Several trad i t ions represented at  the Prague consultat ion 
have unders tood i t s  s igni fi cance p r i m a r i ly in d e t e r m i n ing C h r i s t i an 
ethics and moral conduc t. Others have viewed e schatology more as  an 
int e rpre t a t i on of h i s t o r i c a l  even t s  and the i n t roduc t i on of funda ­
mentally new pos s ib i l i t ie s  into his tory. S ome groups have s t ruggled 
w i t h forms of m i l l enar i s m in the i r  m i d s t .  I t  w a s  agreed t h a t  the s e  
area s of  convergence and d ivergence m er i t  serious s tudy and further 
conversation .  
The d i s cu s s i on t ouched on s ev e r a l  matters related t o  economic s  
and social organizat ion. Time did not permit thorough consideration 
of the s e  i s s u e s  in e i t h e r  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  or cont emporary exp re s ­
s i on s .  I t  w a s  agreed tha t t h i s  a r e a  o f  c on c e rn s hou l d  b e  g iven s e ­
r i ou s  con s i d e r a t i on i n  future c on s u l t a t i o n s . I t  w a s  no t e d  t h a t  t h e  
various group s ,  s ince their origins , have chal lenged economi c  pat terns 
in d i fferent  way s ,  ranging from commun i ty of goods to exp e r imen t a l  
managerial and indus trial effort s.  
F ina l l y ,  c on su l t a t ion pa r t i c i p an t s  a d o p t e d  a "de c l a r a t i on" in 
which they expressed thei r  s ense of common cal l ing and out l ined plans 
for the future. 
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Declara tion 
We declare that we intend to stay together and to grow in to 
deeper and more commi t ted fellowship. We bel ieve that we 
have  been  c a l l ed toge ther by our Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  who 
empowers witnes s  to the Gospel in  the places where we l ive. 
In repentance and obedience we a�cept Chr i s t ' s  call  to give 
a more  v i s i b l e  expre s s i on of the un i ty w h i ch i s  a l ready 
g iven in Him.  W e  wan t t o  s e ek ways  i n  wh i ch w e  can s e rve 
J e s u s  C h r i s t  i n  " t h e  l e a s t  of t. h e s e  o u r  s i s t e r s  a n d  
b r o t h e r s "  in t h e  w o r d s  o f  t oday and tomorrow.  We  share  i n  
the predicament of humankind regarding the threat of war and 
o f  s o c i a l  and e c onom i c  i n j u s t i c e .  We comm i t  our s e lv e s  t o  
work towards peace and justice,  together w i th a l l  thos e  who 
have the same objectives. 
We  p l an to m e e t  a g a i n  in June 1 9 8 7  in o r d e r  to cont inue 
d i s cuss ions on key que s t ions and to examine poss ible  common 
p r o j e c t s .  A c en t r a l  theme at the 1 9 8 7  m e e t ing w i l l  b e  
"E s cha t o l ogy and S o c i a l  Tran s form a t i on"  and w i l l  i n c l ud e  
conversation on related que s tions such a s  econom i c s ;  peace,  
non-violence, and jus t ice;  l iberation ;  and bibl ical inter­
pretat ion. Pos s ible  common proj ects which may be considered 
at the  m e e t ing a r e  pub l ic a t i on of appropr i a t e  F i r s t  and 
rad ical reformation materia l s ,  congregational exchanges ,  and 
exp l o ra t i on o f  r e l a t i on s h i p s  t o  con t e m p o rary g ra s s ro o t s  
Chri s tian movement s  around the world. 
To coordinate . and fac i l i tate our common work, we appoint a 
cont inuation commi t tee consi s t ing of Donald Durnbaugh (USA) , 
Hans M e i e r  (USA ) , Larry M i l l e r  (Fran ce ) ,  M i l an Opocens ky 
(Czechoslovakia),  and Eva P inthus (England). Correspondence 
s h o u l d  be add r e s s e d  to P r o f .  M i l an Opocen s ky (Nepomucka 
1025, 150 00 Prague , Czechoslovakia) and/or Larry Miller  (2 7 
rue des Jard iniere , 6 7000 S t ra sbourg, France).  
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